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Ways & Means Committee Update - New Item!
I am pleased to present a new customizable Lhasa ornament,
crafted by Marsha Susag and available to order now - for pick up
at the National in Boxboro.
Great for a treasured memento of your own beloved Lhasa or as
a gift to someone else of their favorite Lhasa.
Please see Page #39 for the diﬀerent styles and colors that are
available.
I have my Piper (pictured) on a ﬂat disk in Pink & love it!
Please support Ways & Means thru ordering these unique items
- Marsha is donating her time and the materials and all proceeds
will go to ALAC.
Jodie Jacobson
Ways & Means Chairperson

A timeless keepsake
A gift for all seasons
and it can be yours!
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The Standard

Ofﬁcial Standard for the Lhasa Apso
General Appearance: Reﬂecting his Tibet an heritage as an indoor sentinel on the Tibetan
Plateau, north of the Himalayan Mountains, the Lhasa Apso is a small, sturdy, well-balanced
rectangular dog of moderation possessing a level topline and a tail carried well over the back.
There should be neither exaggeration of any body parts nor hint of massive bone or body. A
distinguishing characteristic of the Lhasa Apso is its heavy, dense, double coat that is parted in
the middle from head to tail. In addition, the Lhasa Apso has good headfall and well-feathered
feet and legs as these features protected this small dog against extreme temperatures and the
rough terrain of his native land.
A Lhasa Apso is subject to the same requirement of soundness recommended for all breeds.
Structural faults are undesirable, regardless of whether or not such faults are speciﬁcally
mentioned in the standard. Any deviation from the ideal described in the standard should be
penalized to the extent of the deviation.
Size: Variable, ideally between 10 and 11 inches a t the shoulder. Bitches may or may not be
slightly smaller but should possess feminine characteristics which easily distinguish females
from males.
Head: Expression - Alert, thoughtful, intelligent. Heavy head furnishings enhance the proper
Lhasa expression with good fall over eyes, good whiskers, and beard. Full depth of dark
pigmentation on eye rims and lips is essential to achieve the desired softness of expression. Eyes
- Dark brown, almond shaped. Round full eyes and very small sunken eyes are undesirable. Ears
- Pendant, set slightly above eye level and carried close to the cheeks, heavily feathered. Skull Narrow, falling away behind the eyes in a marked degree, not quite ﬂat, but not domed or apple shaped. Stop - Moderate. Muzzle - Straight foreface of fair length with the length from tip of
nose to eye to be roughly one-third the total length from nose to back of skull. A square muzzle
is objectionable. Nose – Black. Bite - The preferred bite is either level or slightly undershot.
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - Moderate in length, blending smoothly into the shoulders. Body –
Rectangular when viewed in proﬁle, with the length from point of shoulder to point of buttocks
being longer than the height at withers. Chest of good depth extending to or slightly below the
elbow. Prosternum well developed. Well ribbed up with the ribs extending well back towards
hindquarters, strong loin, well-developed quarters and thighs. Topline - level from withers to
croup, whether standing or moving. Tail - Well feathered and set suﬃciently high to enable the
tail to be carried well over the back in a curl lying to the side; there may be a kink at the end.
Low carriage of stern is a serious fault. This means that when the Lhasa is moving, the tail is
carried well over the back. A dropped tail while standing is not to be penalized.
Forequarters: Shoulders - Well laid back. Elbows close to the body. Shoulder blade and upper
arm are ideally equal in length (i.e., length from point of withers to point of shoulder and point of
shoulder to point of elbow should be equal.) Viewed from the front, the rib cage is oval in shape.
Legs - Heavily furnished with hair. The legs are straight from elbow to pastern. The vertical
distance from the withers to the elbow equals the distance from the elbows to the ground.
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The Standard

Pasterns - Strong, perpendicular. Dew claws - may be removed. Feet - Well feathered/heavily
furnished, should be round and catlike, with good pads. The hair may be trimmed for neatness.
Hindquarters: Well-developed rear assembly. Angulation of hindquarters should be in balance
with forequarters to provide equal reach and drive. Legs - Heavily furnished with hair. Hocks Well let down, set slightly behind the point of buttocks, perpendicular to the ground and turn
neither in nor out. Feet – Same as forefeet.
Coat: Double coated, heavy, straight, hard, dense, not woolly or silky, of good length.
Color: All colors equally acceptable.
Gait: The Lhasa Apso gait is smooth and eﬀortless with good front reach and equally strong
rear drive without any hint of wasted action. There is no tendency towards hackney, exaggerated
lift or rolling. The rear legs reach under the body and push out well behind, carrying the body
forward in balance with the front. Going away, the pads of the rear feet give evidence of good
follow through, without exaggerated kickup. The legs move parallel coming and going with a
tendency to converge to a centerline as the dog increases speed. The topline is level and the tail
is carried well over the back and may drape to the side. A Lhasa is shown at its own natural
speed, neither raced nor strung-up. It is unacceptable to reward a Lhasa that consistently moves
with its tail down.
Temperament/Character: Alert and sensitive to their surroundings, Lhasas are usually gay and
assertive but may be chary/aloof with strangers. Their regal attitude gives them an air of
seriousness. The breed is extremely intelligent, charming and loyal.

Approved August 13th, 2019
Eﬀective October 1st, 2019
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The Questions

ALAC Online posed the following questions to
Lhasa Breeders and Judges approved to judge
the breed.
· What do you consider the most and least
important aspect of the Lhasa Apso
standard?
· What is the hardest part of the standard to
judge/breed for consistently?
· What do you see as trending in the breed
today - good and bad?
· Have you judged/sold Lhasas to other
countries and how did you ﬁnd that
experience?
Their responses are on the following pages.
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The Answers

JUDGES
MICHAEL CANALIZO
What do you consider the most and least important aspect of the Lhasa Apso standard?
Most important is the overall balance, proportion and movement as it applies to a breed with a very
unique character as a sentry dog combined with a distinctive coat requirement. I don't think the
breed is in any trouble over “ear-set's”
What is the hardest part of the standard to judge?
Understanding the “non-tangible elements of the breed” is the most diﬃcult to grasp, but once they
become clear, they are never forgotten.
What do you see as trending in the breed today - good and bad?
For one who expects a “sturdy“ dog that could survive in harsh terrain, there needs to be a ﬁt body
under all that coat. The Palace Guard didn't put the Lhasa in glorious coat and sent them out to
watch over the palace..the ones that guarded well..were the ones most prized. A Lhasa has to “Act
like the Breed” to completely represent the Standard. I think currently there is more attention on coat
and movement over ﬁnding the correct expression, pigment, head planes and structure under the
hair.
Have you judged Lhasas in other countries and how did you ﬁnd that experience?
Most times one will see a larger framed Lhasa overseas. They are usually shown without our tendency to “Go
Hollywood” in coat and performance driven exhibiting.

PAM PEAT
Having just judged a rather large entry of Lhasas in Florida, this is a great set of questions.
·
·
·

Overall, good coat texture and preparation.
Many dogs too tall and moved too fast in the ring.
Many with larger, round(ish) eyes. Most unattractive.
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Thanks for asking for my input. As a newer Lhasa judge, it was great to see more than one or two
in the ring at a show.
GARY DUNLOP
What do you consider the most/least important aspect of the Lhasa standard?
The standard states a rectangle dog, I feel there should be some type of reference to the amount
of length. I see a lot to me that are way too long.
What is the hardest part of the standard to judge?
I personally have no problem with the rest of the standard.
What do I see trending in the breed today good/bad?
Trending to me is the front assembly which is not proper and really aﬀects the gait.
Have you judged Lhasas in other countries and how did you ﬁnd that experience?
No, I haven't judged out of country.
GARY ANDERSEN
What do you consider the most/least important aspect of the Lhasa standard?
I do not see anything as least important with your standard. The most important is that ALAC
expanded on the old standard in 2019, which makes it a useful tool. The old standard left too
much to interpretation.
What is the hardest part of the standard to judge?
The straight part down the middle of the back! HAHA! Actually, I ﬁnd the standard easy to judge to
as many parts are now spelled out where they were not prior.
What do I see trending in the breed today good/bad?
I have been seeing wider back skulls than I prefer, and I think pigmentation is not as crisp black as
it has been in the past. The good is I think the coats are in better condition, i.e., heavy, of good
texture and length. The soundness is also better and I do not see as many bouncing around the
ring.
Have you judged Lhasas in other countries and how did you ﬁnd that experience?
I have judged in multiple countries and have not seen many Lhasas. Australia is the only place that I
have seen any, and that has been limited. In Australia, I ﬁnd their dogs to be more up on leg and coat not
as good as we have here. I also prefer the expressions here.
DON EVANS
What do you consider the most and least important aspect of the Lhasa Apso standard?
I believe that the “Gait” section of the standard is its most important aspect.
The movement of a Lhasa is the best way to observe whether or not it is structurally sound.
An exhibitor may “perfectly” stack a Lhasa on the table but each Lhasa's movement will
reveal its true structural faults. One should always examine on the table and judge on the
ground.
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I believe that the “Pasterns” section of the standard is its least important aspect.
What is the hardest part of the standard to judge?
I believe that the “Skull” portion of the “Head” section of the standard is the hardest part of the
standard to judge. I think, especially for new Lhasa judges, this is due to the fact that multiple
elements contribute to the determination of proper skull. These elements include, among other
things, veriﬁcation of exact ear placement and the ability to appraise the width of skull without the
illusion of breadth created by heavy head furnishings. The ALAC Illustrated Guide to the Standard
can greatly aid judges in their overall understanding of the Lhasa head as well as the overall dog.
What do you see as trending in the breed today - good and bad?
On the good side, I ﬁnd that the following seems to be true:
Size seems to be more consistently within the appropriate size range than was the case at
some points in the past.
Temperaments are far better today than some were in the early 70s when I started in
Lhasas.
On the negative side, I ﬁnd that everyone wants to run with their dog today.
Each dog has a certain gait at which it displays its optimum overall structure and
movement. Generally, if a Lhasa is raced around the ring and/or strung-up, any faults it
may have are exacerbated and make it more diﬃcult for the judge to observe the proper
movement of that dog. Lhasas should be shown at their own natural speed, not raced
around the ring and/or strung-up.
Have you judged Lhasas in other countries and how did you ﬁnd that experience?
I have judged Lhasas in Canada, including the Canadian Lhasa National, and found their exhibits
to be very worthy and comparable to those dogs found in the United States.
BOBBIE WOOD
What do you consider the most and least important aspect of the Lhasa Apso standard?
I feel the most important part of the standard is balance and silhouette. You want to recognize the
breed as soon as you see it. You should be able to say with conﬁdence Lhasa Apso, not Shih Tzu,
Havanese, or Coton deTulear. The silhouettes are all diﬀerent and if they are good examples of the
breed, the diﬀerences should be obvious. Unfortunately, this is not always the case.
I really do not think there are any less important aspects of the standard as it is the standard we try
to breed to and produce dogs that come as close to the standard as possible. As we all know, there
are no perfect dogs, but we do strive with each breeding to breed the perfect dog. However, each
breeding can produce diﬀerent qualities and faults and it is the individual breeder who makes the
decision what they can live with and what they can't. This is where the breeder decides who is a
show prospect and who will make a great pet.
What is the hardest part of the standard to judge?
I would have to say understanding the angles front and rear. When I started in dogs, I had no
understanding of structure and heard people talk about angulation and it sounded like Greek to me.
However, with time and hours of discussion with my mentors, like Marianne Nixon, Steve Campbell
and others, I began to understand how structure and angulation dictated how the dog would move
and stand. Angulation is so important but one of the hardest parts of the standard to understand
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and judge!
What do you see as trending in the breed today - good and bad?
I feel our breed has become very consistent in balance and silhouette which makes a ring full of
beautiful Lhasas an exquisite sight. However, I feel we still need to do some diligent work on
heads. We still have dogs with eyes too round, stops too deep and back skulls too broad.
Have you judged Lhasas in other countries and how did you ﬁnd that experience?
I have judged Lhasas in England, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, and Australia. I have found
the quality very high and most dogs could compete in the USA very successfully. The great thing
about judging in those countries is the entry is usually very large with plenty of quality dogs to
judge. With no exceptions, the hospitality of the organizers, exhibitors and breeders I met was
perfection! They went out of their way to make sure my experience was one of comfort and made
me feel I was part of a warm friendly family. I formed some wonderful new friendships in my travels
abroad and still enjoy frequent correspondence
BREEDERS
JULIE LUTHER
What do you consider the most and least important aspect of the Lhasa Apso Standard?
Most -- probably outline, a dog of thirds, coat
Least -- the section on movement, too wordy
What is the hardest part of the standard to breed for consistently?
Front, shoulder placement.
What do you see as trending in the breed today – good and bad?
I see some dogs getting too big and big boned, coats too soft, although glamorous looking, I feel they
are incorrect. High in the rear toplines. Rounder eyes. Some dogs are too exaggerated (leggy and very
long necks) shorter backed. None of these in my opinion are good.
Have you sold Lhasas to other countries and how did you ﬁnd the experience?
Have not sold dogs to other countries
RONNY JUNKINS
What do you consider the most and least important aspect of the standard?
All parts of the standard should be equally weighed and must be done in the context of the breed
history and geographic location.
What is the hardest part of the standard to breed for consistently?
This question basically has the same answer as question 1. What many breeders tend to do is
focus on one or two aspects of the standard, giving a basic pass to the rest. For example, I know a
breeder when evaluating a Lhasa only mentions top-line and coat. Another breeder I know seems
obsessed with shoulder layback with no regard to a complementary angle In the rear.
What do you see as trending in the breed today - good and bad?
A trend that started many years ago and is overly prevalent in the breed today is the overbeautiﬁcation of the breed. There is so much eﬀort to make dazzling show dogs that type, form and
function are completely lost.
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Have you sold Lhasas into other countries and how did you ﬁnd that experience?
To date we have exported dogs to Finland, Australia, Poland, Mexico, Brazil and Singapore. Our dogs
were also selected for sperm in Hawaii resulting in a couple of successful litters. It is so gratifying when
a breeder from another country has dogs from all over the world from which to choose, chooses yours.
FRAN STRAYER
What do you consider the most and least important aspect of the standard?
The most important is temperament, the least is coat color.
What is the hardest part of the standard to breed for consistently?
Good solid even and out going temperaments.
What do you see as trending in the breed today - good and bad?
Too much emphases on length of coat and ignoring quality and texture of coat.
Have you sold Lhasas into other countries and how did you ﬁnd that experience?
I have placed puppies and young adults in both Europe and Canada. The experience was very good.
PAT KEEN-FERNANDES
What do you consider the most and least important aspect of the standard?
I'm quite happy with the new Standard revision. It's a precise interpretation now that ﬁlls in so many
of blanks not address for so many years in that old short standard. The old standard led to lots of
diﬀerent opinions, debates and interpretations. Now the revised Standard walks you through a
visual example of the breed. I think if you are new or educating yourself, it is so much easier to
understand. If you are going to breed dogs, you need to be able to understand and breed to protect
and preserve our pedigreed Lhasas for generations to come .
What is the hardest part of the standard to breed for consistently?
I think the key is how you understand the standard ﬁrst. We need to recognize shape, coat texture,
structure and expression ﬁrst . This is what most successful Lhasa lines have done the world over.
Then you must learn to select your own dogs to meet that standard. Stop choosing with your heart.
This can be achieved over time, not overnight, using a line bred pedigree and an occasional
outcross of similar type. It's about selection and keeping your eye on that image you desire in
every dog you select to show and produce.
Breeding an outcrossed pedigree to another outcrossed pedigree will never work in your favor.
Above all, every dog needs to be healthy in mind and body, ﬁrst and foremost. When good
breeders work together, much more can be accomplished.
What do you see as trending in the breed today - good and bad?
The trend today facing Lhasas is less preservation breeders continuing to breed and promote the
breed. That is not good news. The age of our average member in the club is so much older which
leads to not actively breeding or showing. I understand that. It is not very good news for our breed.
I got involved in the Sustaining The Breed project where we focused on these problems in the last
couple years by using social media to promote the breed by monitoring the Facebook Lhasa Group
and allowing people to ask questions of breed experts. We have over 1000 Lhasa owning
followers. There are potential opportunities to invite new people into this breed. That's good news!
Covid has given us one thing -- a huge new interest in Lhasa puppy ownership and inquiries.
However, with so few active breeders actually breeding now, they have not been able to meet the
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demand for every inquiry. Many of us are back to long wait lists for future litters or the potential
puppy buyer gives up and goes the Lhasapoo way. You never know when you might have the
opportunity to invite a new puppy owner to a 4-6 month puppy show. Be kind and mentor them. It
might just spike their interest. Our prices for puppies have gone up with the higher expense of
raising a litter across the board. We might as well be charging our worth since the Back Porch
Lhasa pet breeders are charging more than us now. We are more knowledgeable breeders and
oﬀer the better bred dogs with lifelong customer service. These points are all we should be
emphasizing to separates us from the Back Porch Breeders short cuts.
Have you sold Lhasas into other countries and how did you ﬁnd that in
I ﬁnd it very problematic and expensive to get a dog exported into most foreign countries safely
unless it's accompanied by someone in person. Each country has its own speciﬁc custom
clearances in place for live cargo including rabies, titer test, USDA oﬃcial certiﬁcation, and huge
crates before sending the dog or getting it back. It's pretty time-consuming getting the dog ready to
go now - especially when it's a breed on most Major Airline cargos companies “Don't Ship Fly
Breeds” lists. Getting to know the new buyer half way across the world should also be a concern to
you unless you can visit them in person. You don't actually know where the dog is going to live.
Using sales contracts out of the country is not customary or guaranteed. You have to have a high
level of trust and make sure that your dogs are not sold oﬀ to some unknown third party. It's very
hard to enforce anything from a distance. We are much more protective about our dogs and
puppies in this country. You need to understand that the sale of puppies in foreign countries is
handled completely diﬀerently. They sell show quality puppies very young before the bite has
changed. Spaying or neutering companion animals is not done in most foreign countries. The few
foreign people we have worked with have all been known to us ﬁrsthand. We have visited and
been guests in each other's homes, have had strict cooperative agreements by keeping our word
and giving our dogs great home care. My best advice on this is to know who you are working with
and deﬁnitely do your homework ﬁrst. You need a licensed Custom Agent for a fee on top of
shipping charges now to both ship and receive live cargo in and out of the USA.
JOYCE JOHANSON
What do you consider the most and least important aspect of the standard?
This is a hard question!
· I consider that all elements of structure are very important because, of course, correct structure
leads to correct movement, something else that is important to me. For me, the elements of
head and expression are also extremely important. (I know, that is two things! Sorry I could not
help myself.)
· As least important, since I have to choose something, I would choose bite. I love a beautiful
tight reverse scissors bite but there are all kinds of bites out there with full (or not) dentition,
straight (or not) teeth. Bites run the gamut from the tight reverse scissors ideal to level, to
scissors, and to too undershot. But as Keke always said, “Lhasas don't move on their teeth.”
What is the hardest part of the standard to breed for consistently?
· For me lately, it has been size. A few years ago, I bred to a friend's lovely dog that had some
larger-boned Lhasas in his pedigree. The ﬁrst generation of oﬀspring were ﬁne, but now I
never know when the larger bone is going to crop up! For some people, these dogs would be
ﬁne, but I prefer a medium / moderate bone and dogs that are 15-17 lbs and bitches that are
13-15 lbs. I usually get that but sometimes one comes along that inherited that big bone gene
and that is so upsetting to me.
· I believe most ALAC Lhasa breeders breed to the standard, but we all still have qualities we,as
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individuals, ﬁnd most desirable and those are the ones we focus on to make sure that “stamp of
style” is always present on the dogs we take into the ring.
What do you see as trending in the breed today - good and bad?
Good:
· Because there are so few of us in the ring anymore, I see some positive things happening with
people communicating, supporting each other, and working together to build majors, get others
involved entering in coming shows, and sharing bloodlines.
· The eﬀort of the Breed Sustaining Committee to educate the public and help preserve the
breed are another positive thing that is happening.
· The social media – mostly Facebook and YouTube—photos, general conversations, the
Lessons in Lhasas series, and speciﬁc responses to people's questions have increased
general public awareness and understanding of the breed.
· There is an upswing in people interested in buying the breed as companions.
Bad:
· Some are not focusing on grooming and are taking dogs into the ring that look unkempt. I hate
to see that because in the beginning I was taught that, while what is under the coat is
important, the dog should always be well groomed and well presented. The coat is the
crowning glory.
· Also, I have noticed dogs that are not moving correctly because their shoulders are too steep. I
think a good seminar topic for this breed would focus on shoulders and how to tell good from
less than desirable. Many breeders, even those who have been at it for a while, are at a loss to
describe or recognize a good shoulder.
Ÿ Of course, while there is demand for pet Lhasas, the downward trend of breeding and showing
is becoming more apparent. In the 80's and 90's who would have ever guessed that 4 dogs
would be a major? I think that fewer dogs being shown means that many mediocre Lhasas that
10 years ago may have placed but seldom won--are now becoming champions.
Have you sold Lhasas into other countries and how did you ﬁnd that experience?
· Yes, but it has been more than 26 years ago. I stopped because I hated the hassle of all the
paperwork, the long drives to get to the airport, and the worry about putting a dog on an airplane.
etc., etc. For me, it just was not worth the worry, time, and eﬀort! I know a lot of people do it, it is just
not something I have ever been interested in.
JAN GRAUNKE
What do you consider the most and least important aspect of the standard?
I consider the most important aspect of the standard is the standard itself. The standard is the
roadmap to what the breeders should be striving for -- the picture of what a Lhasa Apso should
look like, the structure, the movement, a dog of moderation. The least important aspect of the
standard is non-existent. It is all important.
What is the hardest part of the standard to breed for consistently?
The hardest part of the standard for me to breed consistently is straight front legs with good
shoulder layback. Having combined several well-established lines together over the past 35 +
years, it has been a hit or miss. But our consistency has improved greatly.
What do you see as trending in the breed today - good and bad?
I feel that there has been too much emphasis on the proﬁle of our Lhasas. Yes, when you look at a
Lhasa from the side, there should be balance. BUT… balance of the structure, the dog standing
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there should not be overshadowed by proﬁle. Proﬁle was described to me as a long arched neck,
ﬂat topline with a beautiful draping tail set on a rump with extended rear with ﬂowing long coat.
Nowhere in that description is balance or proper structure: a dog of moderation. I have seen too
many times recently at shows where Lhasas who look beautiful stacked in pose start to move and
do not move well at all. Fronts were circling and/or the rear was crisscrossing and/or the topline
bouncing all over. But they do well and you hear judges state the proﬁle on that Lhasa was
beautiful and one time I even heard correct. Correct???
Have you sold Lhasas into other countries and how did you ﬁnd that experience?
Yes and it was a good experience.
CASSANDRA DELAROSA
What do you consider the most and least important aspect of the standard?
The most important part of the standard is general appearance. This deﬁnes the total image of the
Lhasa Apso. Everything that follows explains what the pieces and parts of the dog should look like
or how they should function. The general appearance is the sum of the pieces. The pieces cannot
stand alone.
The least important is color, which is strictly a cosmetic preference. Some colors are ﬂashier than
others. A good dog is whatever color it happens to be. I would rather have an exciting dog in a dull
color than a mediocre dog in an exciting color.
What is the hardest part of the standard to breed for consistently?
Size and bite. The late Jim and Georgia Roberts (Abbotsford) conﬁded to me that after all their
decades of breeding Lhasa Apsos, size was the one element they could not consistently control.
My experience mirrors theirs and I would add bite to that list. These are two instances where
phenotype does not prevail when making breeding decisions. As to bite, I outcrossed to a dog
hoping to get his magniﬁcent head and bite. He had a wonderful lower jaw, perfect teeth. He had
not produced enough get that I could evaluate what he would produce. I did not beneﬁt from his
strengths, but did get hip dysplasia the second generation down from him. Good fronts, from
shoulders to toes, are notoriously hard to produce consistently, but I have had far better luck with
those than size and bite.
What do you see as trending in the breed today - good and bad?
Breeders have done an outstanding job of calming temperaments while maintaining that sassy
breed character. In the Northwest, particularly, dogs do not exhibit aggressiveness or shyness.
When I started showing 51 years ago, it was always a bet as to which dog would try to bite the
judge on a given day. Frequently it was a big winner.
Numbers continue to be a concern along with loss of genetic diversity. In 2013, I wrote a column for
the AKC Gazette entitled “Where Have All The Lhasas Gone”, citing declining registration and
show entries as a real concern for the future health of the breed. Unfortunately, my suggestion that
the breed might be headed for rare breed status if those trends continue were well-founded.
Frankly, I have no idea where we go from here.
I also am concerned about the trend to make coat condition and presentation the ultimate
determination of what is recognized in the show ring. While this is ﬁne for competition at the breed
and group levels, in the classes, evaluation of the dog as potential breeding stock should be the
measure judges employ. I feel that if this were the case, we would be able to keep more novice
exhibitors in the breed. They could achieve more success while they hone their grooming and
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presentation skills. Frankly, this is a high-maintenance breed both physically and mentally. It
requires commitment and discipline, not just a desire to succeed. Success comes hard but
newcomers need some measure of success if they are to continue.
Have you sold Lhasas into other countries and how did you ﬁnd that experience?
I have sold Lhasas to ﬁve countries on three continents. Those experiences, with one exception,
were good. It's imperative to understand and respect the goals of the people who are buying the
dog and what they are willing to do - or not do - to achieve those goals. It is also important to know
the requirements of the kennel club in the country where the dog is going. Many kennel clubs in the
EU require health screenings before a dog can be bred or even shown. So expect to clear hips,
patellas, eyes and perhaps the heart before the dog leaves. One country would not recognize the
OFA certiﬁcation I sent because the x-ray was not included with the certiﬁcate. The x-ray was no
longer available since the clinic had gone digital and old ﬁlms were not kept, so the dog had to be
x-rayed again in that country to meet that requirement. My main goal is that the people be happy
with the dog they receive and love and cherish it above all. I want them to enjoy wins, if that is their
goal, but since the dog is physically so distant, its safety and care are my primary concern.
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S = Specialty
DS = Designated Specialty
SE = Supported Entry

UPCOMING EVENTS

Burlington Kennel Club
SE
May 13-14, 2021
Judge: May 13: John P Wade
Judge: May 14: Mrs. Pamela Peat

Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds;
2815 West Locust St
Davenport IA
Superintendent:
Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C.
405.427.8181 mail@onofrio.com

Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club
S, SWPC, JSHW
June 4, 2021
Judge: Mr. Johnny R Shoemaker, Specialty
Linda Crabill Byrne, Sweepstakes
Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club
DS
June 5, 2021
Judge: Marcus Gisslen from Sweden
Merrimack Lhasa Apso Club
SE
June 6, 2021
Ladies Dog Club, Inc

Chair: Arna Margolies
781.449.0612
rjaylhasa@comcast.net
Crackerbarrel Fairgrounds;
54 Emerald St.
Wrentham, , MA
Superintendent: Alice Smith
978.356.5693
prinsutt1@verizon.net

Greater Milwaukee Lhasa Apso Club
DS
July 3-4, 2021
Kettle Moraine Kennel Club
Judges: July 3 Cindy Stansell
July 4 Robin Stansell

Washington County Fair WI
3000 Pleasant Valley Rd.
West Bend WI
Superintendent: Foy Trent
573.687.2101
info@foytrentdogshows.com
We are dedicating our show in memory of Rodney Weed
who was a longtime member of our club.

Cascade Lhasa Apso Fanciers
Concurrent Specialty and Sweepstakes
Friday, July 9, 2021
Sweepstakes Judge: Janet Warner
Specialty Judge: Betsy Horn Humer

Western Washington Fairgrounds
110 9th Ave SW, Puyallup Washington
Superintendent: BaRay Event Services, Inc. –
dogshows@barayevents.com
Held with the 5-day Western Washington Cluster July 8
through 12. Judges, pending AKC approval, are
July 8, Gig Harbor KC, Bill Lee;
July 9, Puyallup Valley DFA, Ekart Sangkunakup;
July 10, Gig Harbor KC, Don Hanson;
July 11, Seattle KC, Kenneth Berg; Monday, Puyallup Valley

Twin Cities Lhasa Apso Club
S
August 26-27, 2021
Judge: Ms. Beverly Capstick, August 26
Judge: Carolyn Herbel, August 27

Chair: Julie Timbers
651.334.3042
tmbrlhasas@comcast.net
Washington County Fairgrounds MN;
12300 North 40th St.; Hwy 5 & Cty Rd. 15
Lake Elmo,,,, , MN
Superintendent: Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C.
405.427.8181

ALAC Online - March 2021 - Page 21

AG = Agility
RLY = Rally

UPCOMING EVENTS

COMPANION EVENTS
Twin Cities Lhasa Apso Club
AG
April 23-25, 2021
All AKC-Recognized Breeds

American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.
AG
June 29, 2021
All AKC-Recognized Breeds

American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.
RLY
July 3, 2021
TWO TRIALS IN ONE DAY
All AKC-Recognized Breeds

American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.
AG
November 5-7, 2021

Chair: Melissa Torgerson
651.283.7571
meloulhasas@yahoo.com
On the Run Canine Center
13835 Aberdeen St. NE,
Ham Lake, MN
Superintendent: Joan Kurlander
612.226.5526
agilitywawa@comcast.net
Chair: Stephanie Capkovic
717.515.5146
steph@bvtrainingcenter.com
Bella Vista Training Center
730 Mt Airy Rd,
Lewisberry, PA
Superintendent: Robert Kripaitis
717.542.0427
trialsec@bvtrainingcenter.com
Chair: Stephanie Capkovic
717.515.5146
steph@bvtrainingcenter.com
Bella Vista Training Center
730 Mt Airy Rd,
Lewisberry, PA
Superintendent: Patricia Mowery
267.374.3258
trish@bvtrainingcenter.com
Chair: Stephanie Capkovic
717.515.5146
steph@bvtrainingcenter.com
Bella Vista Training Center
730 Mt Airy Rd,
Lewisberry, PA
Superintendent: Robert Kripaitis
717.542.0427
trialsec@bvtrainingcenter.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS
American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.
AG
November 22-23, 2021
All AKC-Recognized Breeds

Chair: Stephanie Capkovic
717.515.5146
steph@bvtrainingcenter.com
Bella Vista Training Center
730 Mt Airy Rd,
Lewisberry, PA
Superintendent: Robert Kripaitis
717.542.0427
trialsec@bvtrainingcenter.com

American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.
RLY
December 10, 2021

Chair: Stephanie Capkovic
717.515.5146
steph@bvtrainingcenter.com
Bella Vista Training Center
730 Mt Airy Rd,
Lewisberry, PA
Superintendent: Patricia Mowery
267.374.3258
trish@bvtrainingcenter.com

TWO TRIALS IN ONE DAY
All AKC-Recognized Breeds
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2021 ALAC NATIONAL SPECIALTY
THEME: Lhasa Tea Party
WHEN: October 18 through October 22, 2021
This week is during the top of the foliage season in New England.

MONDAY

MLAC Specialty -Judge – Dana Read
Superintendent:
Show Secretary:
Evening Events hosted by MLAC

TUESDAY

Board Meeting - morning
Regional Specialty – Afternoon
Judge – Michael Canalizo
Cocktails and Appetizers

WEDNESDAY

Obedience / Rally – Judge - TBA
Futurity – Judge - Joep Reuvers
Veterans Sweeps & SSLAC Fun Match
Cocktails and Finger foods

THURSDAY

Judges Education - 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Breeder Education
Annual Meeting
Awards Dinner

FRIDAY

National Specialty
Judge: Steve Campbell
Box Lunch

ALAC Show Secretary:
Marsha Susag
Superintendent: BaRay
barayevents.com
Hotel:
Boxboro Regency Hotel &
Conference Center
242 Adams Pl,
Boxborough, MA 01719
(978) 263-8701
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Attention Judges!
American Lhasa Apso Club (ALAC)
Judges Education Seminar Registration
Date and Time of Event: Thursday, October 21, 2021
8:45--coﬀee, soda / juice, snacks, and networking at 8:45
9:00 to 10:45 -- Seminar Slide Show
11:00 to noon – Hands-on Workshop
Place: Boxboro Regency Hotel and Conference Center
242 Adams Place, Boxborough, MA 01719
Phone 978-263-8701
Registration Fee: $25 (Make checks payable to ALAC)
Please Print
Name:
Address:
State:
Home Phone:
Cell Phone:
Email:

Zip Code:

Please send your registration with payment to Joyce Johanson, 126 W. Kurlene Dr., Macomb, IL
61455. Make checks payable to ALAC. If you have questions, call 309-837-1665 after 6 PM
Central Time or email me at joyslynslhasas@outlook.com.
Ringside mentoring will be available on Friday, October 22 nd, the day of ALAC's National Specialty.
If you are able to come earlier in the week, please let me know. Mentors can also be available for
any of the other specialties being held that week.
I will not know the name of the seminar room until I arrive at the hotel. Consult the hotel event
board for seminar room information. Following the seminar, a hands-on workshop will take place in
the ballroom in the show ring, with debrieﬁng to follow.
Thank you for your interest in learning more about the Lhasa Apso. I look forward to meeting you
and helping you understand more about this wonderful breed!
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Chronicle Stats
Canine Chronicle BREED Rankings FEBRUARY 28, 2021
Rank Name
Sex Points BIS GRP1 GRP2 GRP3 GRP4 BOB
CH Ta Sen Westgate Kinky
1
M
81
0
0
0
2
1
15
Boots
CH Xeralane's Shut Up And
2
M
53
0
2
0
1
3
14
Kiss Me
GCH CH Cespa's Greatest
3
M
29
0
0
0
0
0
6
Showman At Kimik
CH Chic Choix Be Still My
4
M
7
0
0
0
0
0
1
Heart At Ky Ken
GCHB CH Summerhill
M
4
0
0
1
0
2
8
5 Ru ins Ryde Of Paul
Revere
Yang Baywind Melou's
6
M
4
0
0
0
0
0
1
Dragon Warrior CGC TKN
CGCHS CH Cespa's Gold
7
M
2
0
0
0
0
0
1
Rush
Joyslyn's Beethoven's Fi h
8 West
M
2
0
0
0
1
1
2

Owner
K Paju/Vmu k/E
Lonigro
Xeralane Knl/B Prato/E
Takamoto
L DeMers/D Planche/P
Huﬀste ler
P Page

R Lombardi/J Bernards
C Yang
J Luther/E Luther/J
Luther
G West

Sta stics » Top 100 Dogs
» Non-Spor ng Group
Through February 28,
2021
Rank Name
CH Xeralane's Shut Up And
10 Kiss Me
CH Ta Sen Westgate Kinky
18 Boots
GCHB CH Summerhill
Ru ins Ryde Of Paul
33 Revere
Joyslyn's Beethoven's Fi h
83 West

POINT
Owner
S
BIS GRP1 GRP2 GRP3 GRP4 BOB
Xeralane Knl/B Prato/E
M 810
0
2
0
1
3
14
Takamoto
K Paju/Vmu k/E
M 591
0
0
0
2
1
15
Lonigro

Sex

M

282

0

0

1

0

2

8

R Lombardi/J Bernards

M

50

0

0

0

1

1

2

G West

Canine Chronicle ALL BREED Rankings FEBRUARY 28, 2021
Rank Name
Sex Points BIS GRP1 GRP2 GRP3 GRP4 BOB
GCH CH Xeralane's Shut
M 810
0
2
0
1
3
14
1
Up And Kiss Me
GCHB CH Ta Sen Westgate
2
M 591
0
0
0
2
1
15
Kinky Boots
GCHB CH Summerhill
3 Ru ins Ryde Of Paul
M 282
0
0
1
0
2
8
Revere
Joyslyn's Beethoven's Fi h
4
M
50
0
0
0
1
1
2
West
5
6
7
8

GCH CH Cespa's Greatest
Showman At Kimik
CH Chic Choix Be Still My
Heart At Ky Ken
Yang Baywind Melou's
Dragon Warrior CGC TKN
CGCHS CH Cespa's Gold
Rush

Owner
Xeralane Knl/B Prato/E
Takamoto
K Paju/Vmu k/E
Lonigro
R Lombardi/J Bernards
G West

M

29

0

0

0

0

0

6

L DeMers/P Huﬀste ler

M

7

0

0

0

0

0

1

P Page

M

4

0

0

0

0

0

1

C Yang

M

2

0

0

0

0

0

1

J Luther/E Luther/J
Luther

Chronicle Stats
Canine Chronicle NATIONAL OWNER HANDLER Rankings FEBRUARY 28, 2021
2021 Qualifying Period - October 08, 2020 thru October 13, 2021
Rank Dog Name

Sex

1

GCHS CH Cespa's Gold Rush

M

2
3
4
5
6

CH Hi Tide Catch A Wave
Joyslyn's Moonlight Mys que
Chic Choix Dream Come True
Dolce Vita's Daﬀodil In Summer
Ming's Here You Come Again

F
F
M
F
F

7

Chic Choix Creeksong Santa Anna

F

GCH CH Sundancer Firecracker Going Out
With A Bang
GCHB CH Scampezzys Delorean Back To The
8
Future
10 CH Sera Mar Strawberry Moon
11 Kunza FFT Two For The Show
12 Rosewood's Zahra At Sir Adams

8

OHS
Owner-Handled Name
Points
Julie H Luther, Emily H Luther, John C
380
Luther
180 Carla Varney, Nick Varney, Leo Pace
145 Joyce K Johanson
135 Juha Kares, Dr. Cli on J Kenon Jr.
125 Nile e Kern
105 Cynthia Antonishak
Juha Kares, Dr. Cli on J Kenon Jr., Eric
100
King, Ava Swayze

F

40

Tom Worlton, Marsha Worlton

F

40

L Richter/C Varney/R Alexander

F
M

30
25

F

15

Ray Palmerino, Linda Jarrett
Julie A Timbers, Vickie L Kuhlmann
Kathy Miller, Julia Madelyn Powers, S
Adams, J Adams

Tamach Champagne Supernova Piper Hdsk At
Cinaron
14 Shoyu Langpur It's Easy To See Why
14 Jaron's Monogram Let It Go San-Dhi
GCH CH Hylan Shotru Riverview Truth Be Told
14
At Sundancer

F

15

Jodie Jacobson, Cynthia Antonishak

M
F

10
10

Sherry Swanson, Joel Swanson
Sandra Devlin, Clay Williams

F

10

Tom Worlton, Marsha Worlton

14 Kunza FFT One For The Money TKI

F

10

Vickie Kuhlmann, Julie Timbers, Debby
Rothman

12

AKC GRAND CHAMPION Rankings FEBRUARY 28, 2021
Rank Name
Sex Points Owner
1 GCHB CH Ta Sen Westgate Kinky Boots
M
82 K Paju/Vmu k/E Lonigro
2 GCH CH Xeralane's Shut And Kiss Me
M
47 Xeralane Knl/B Prato
M
38 L DeMers/P Huﬀste ler
3 GCH CH Cespa's Greatest Showman At Kimik
4 GCH CH Chic Choix Creekson Santa Anna
F
27 J Kares/C Kenon/E King/A Swayze
F
22 Ray Palmerino, Linda Jarre
5 CH Sera Mar Strawberry Moon
6 GCHB CH Sera Mar Moon Shadow
F
12 Linda Jarrett
10 Cynthia Antonishak
7 Ming's Here You Come Again
F
8 GCHB CH Summerhill Ru ins Ryde Of Paul
M
4
R Lombardi/J Bernards
Revere
M
2
J Luther/E Luther/J Luther
9 CGCHS CH Cespa's Gold Rush
10 GCHB CH Cespa's Steal The Spotlight
F
1
J Luther/B Collins/J Luther
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What’s in a Name?
Welcome to ALAC Online's new column - What's In a Name? Okay, not really new as it
was a popular feature in the ALAC Bulletin in years gone by, but now IT'S BACK!!! Many
of you may remember that this is where we would learn how Lhasa lovers and breeders
came up with their unique kennel names. Mind you, it is way cool to read through a catalog,
or see an ad and connect the dots by knowing the genesis of the preﬁx or suﬃx!
ALAC has been very pleased to have welcomed newer members and exhibitors over the
past few years. In an eﬀort to bridge the old with the newer we will contact one long time
kennel and one newer kennel for each issue to ﬁnd out just how they came up with their
unique monikers. What fun we are going to have!
So, to set the stage, here's a well known kennel - Rjay. Enjoy this blast from the past and
keep an eye on your inbox as I will be contacting two kennels each month to see if they
would like to share their histories with us all!
Dana Read
otakalhasas@aol.com

Otaka Lhasa Apsos
Rjay Lhasa Apsos
The origin of our kennel name "Rjay" is simple. You could actually call it a family name.
Rjay in its original form was spelled A-r-j-a-y. It was a combination of my brother's name
and mine - Arna and Jay.
We ﬁrst used the name for our mini poodles which we had for at least twelve years before
getting involved with Lhasas. Someone told us if we used a kennel name it would make it
easier to register the names we wanted for our dogs with the AKC.
When we started showing and breeding Lhasas, we wanted to continue using the same
kennel name. We used the A-r-j-a-y spelling for our ﬁrst few litters and then decided to
register it. We wanted to register it because the Dyson's, another Lhasa breeder in New
England, was also using a form of the same name as their kennel name.
We made application to register the name Arjay, but it was denied by the AKC. They told us
that we could not register it because there was an old poodle kennel that used a similar
name and spelling. (I sometimes wonder if it was really us because, although we never registered
the name, we did use it for our mini's when we lived in New York.)
Thus A-r-j-a-y became R-j-a-y and the rest, as they say, is history. Twenty-seven years
worth of breeding and showing Lhasas.
And yes, it is spelled as one word, Rjay.
Evelyn and Seymour Bigman
Arna, Alan and Riva Margolies
From Lhasa Bulletin Aug-Sept 2001

remember the
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name

Futurity / Maturity 2021
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